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Rev. Dr. Sterling E. Freeman 
is a leadership coach, organizational and cultural change agent, facilitator, 

counselor and public speaker. All his work is grounded in an equity lens 

and motivated by a desire to create spaces where Black and Brown people 

have full freedom to thrive, so that all people can thrive.  His worldview 

and the foundation of his social and cultural critique are heavily influenced 

by Black Feminist and Womanist thought. Sterling’s more than 25 years of 

experience have equipped him with the knowledge and skills in idea 

development, project management, personal development and goal 

clarification, and formal and extemporaneous speaking.  

 

Having been in Christian ministry since 

1996, Sterling served as pastor of First 

Missionary Baptist Church in Smithfield, NC (2010 - 2015). He is a 

frequent teacher/facilitator of leadership development and capacity 

building within and outside the church. Sterling has worked with 

leaders whose diversity spans all lines of identity and across multiple 

sectors in the nonprofit world. Speaking and lecture opportunities 

take him across the country and abroad.  

 

Along with Kathleen Crabbs, Sterling is a Co-Founder and Principal with CounterPart Consulting, LLC 

and Associate with OpenSource Leadership Strategies. Through both entities, he and his colleagues 

work with client partners to help them apply an explicit racial equity lens to their work. He is a Co-

Founder of BREATHE: A Whole Black Experience, which makes space for Black people to freely 

discuss their racialized experiences, grapple with the impact of those experiences and affirm themselves 

and one another. And he Co-Led an UnLearning Sexism project that worked with Black men to 

dismantle patriarchy in their own lives and strategically disrupt it in our culture. Sterling is the creator 

and host of The Wisdom & The Work podcast, which explores matters of racial justice.  

 

Sterling brings a pastoral orientation to all his 

work, and is inclined toward deep listening, 

holding empathy and meeting people where they 

are. Sterling holds a Master of Divinity from the 

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, a BA 

in Economics from Davidson College, certificates 

in business strategy and economics from the 

London School of Economics, and the Doctor of 

Ministry Degree in Global Leadership from the 

Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology, 

Virginia Union University. He is a proud member 

of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., where he has 

been named Kappa Man of the Year at the local 

and regional levels, and leads the leadership development work for the region. Sterling lives in Durham 

with his wife, Michelle, and they have an adult daughter, Joia. 
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The Order of Liturgy 

Sunday, May 17, 2026 @ 10:00 AM 
The Reverend Dr. Garland D. Higgins 

Executive Pastor and Presiding Liturgist 
 

Worship in Music……………………………………...…………………………..Big Bethel Mass Choir 
                                                  Brother Cornelius Pettway, Director 
 

The Doxology…………………..….……..AME Hymn #69……......….………All Worshipers (standing) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

The Opening Hymn….................AME Hymn #361 Yes, God Is Real……….The Reverend Charmain R. Purvis 
 

The Prayer of Invocation……………….……...…………………………………….Licentiate Ariel Nash 
                                                                       (Prayer chant) 
 

Worship in Music………………………………………..…………………..…..…Big Bethel Mass Choir 
                                                                                                                                                                Brother Pettway, Director 

    

The Responsive Scripture Reading…….. Acts 1:6-14 NRSVUE……………..The Reverend Gwen Senatle 
 

Minister:  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time  

                  when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

 
 

People:    7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the  

                  Father has set by his own authority. 

 

Minister:  8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and  

      you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to  

      the ends of the earth.” 

 

People:    9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a  

       cloud took him out of their sight. 

 

Minister: 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 

                   two men in white robes stood by them. 

 

People:     11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 

                   This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the  

                   same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

Minister: 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is  

                   near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 
 

People:    13When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where  

                   they were staying Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and   

                   Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the   

                   Zealot, and  Judas son of James. 
 

All:          14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain  

                   women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
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Organizational Heads on Year One with A New Pastor 

 

Sister Braunwin Camp…………….……The Laura L. Turner Women’s Missionary Society 

Brother Guy Howard…………………………..………The Edge-Cannon Lay Organization 

Brother Floyd Baxter…………………………………………………The Board of Trustees 

Sister Shirley Simmons…………The Charles Zanders/Robert L. Brown Boards of Stewards 

 

The Announcements and Welcome to Big Bethel…………………………..… Sister Stacey-Ann Young 
(Everybody, Hug Somebody) 

 

 

Worship Through Creative Expression…...……………………………….Signs of Praise Mime Ministry 

 

The Pastor’s Perspective………………………...…….……….The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine 
                      Senior Pastor, Big Bethel AME Church 

 

Christian Stewardship Worship in Giving.......................................................The Reverend Gwen Senatle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Choral Response............................All Things Come of Thee……………………. AME Hymn #644 
“All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee.” Amen 

 
The Introduction of the Preacher…………………………….……The Reverend Monica C. Jones, Ph.D. 
 
 
Worship in Music……………………………………………………...……...……Big Bethel Mass Choir 

                             Brother Pettway, Director 
 
 

The Proclaimed Word……………………………………………..The Reverend Dr. Sterling E. Freeman 
                                                          Co-Founder of CounterPart Consultant LLC and BREATHE: A Whole Black Experience  
                                                                       
 
The Invitation …...........................................................................................The Reverend Shrala R. Askin 
 

 

 Expression of Thanks………………………………….Pastor Jay and Leading Lady Michelle Augustine 

                                      

The Doxology and Benediction……….…………...…….……………………The Reverend Dr. Freeman 
 

 

 

 

Visitors, please register your attendance on the Big 

Bethel Guest Registration Form by scanning the QR 

code to the right. Thank you for worshipping with us. 

You are always welcome!!!! 



7  

~Sermon Notes~ 
 

“...you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church...” Matthew 16:18 

Points/Topics: 
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Daily Morning Prayer Call (1-605-472-5512 Access Code:772576#) …………….….Monday – Saturday  6:00 am 

Church School……………...……………………………..……….……………………………………....…8:45 am 

Traditional Worship Service………………………………...…….…………………………………..……10:00 am 

Contemporary Worship Service (THRIVE Next Shift)…………...…………………………...………….....2:00 pm 

Big Bethel Village Worship By Phone 202-962-1123 673604#........................................................3:00pm Sundays 

Wednesday Virtual Bible Study (ID: 847 251 8679 Password: adultclass)………………...12:30 noon and 6:00pm 

Love Feast………………………………………….In-person on Thursdays before Communion Sunday at 6:30pm  

Holy Communion……………………………………………………………..………………………..First Sundays 

Discipleship New Members Class………………………………….……...………8:45 am 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays 

Board of Stewards………………………………………………………..…………………….1st Tuesdays 6:30 pm 

Board of Trustees……………………………………………………………………………...2nd Tuesdays 7:00 pm 

Baptism……………………………………...………...………………………………………………As Announced 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE HOURS 

Monday…………………………...…………………………………...…………...……………10:00 am—2:00 pm 

Tuesday—Friday…………………………………………………………………………...........10:00 am—4:30 pm 

                                                                 CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Big Bethel Mass Choir…………………......Tuesdays @ 7:00pm and Saturday @ 10:00am before 1st & 3rd Sunday 

Johnson-Schofield Men’s Choir………………………………………………….2 Mondays before Second Sunday 

Babcock-Young Voices of Unity/Big Bethel Chorale…..Wednesday @ 7:00pm and Saturday @ 10:00am before Third Sunday 

Bearden-Scott Youth Choir…….………………….…………………………....2 Saturdays before Fourth Sunday 

Big Bethel Praise Ensemble…………......…...…….. 2 Thursdays @ 7:00 pm and Saturday before Fourth Sunday 



 

 

 


