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THE REVEVERND Dr.  

MARCELLUS. A. NORRIS 
The Reverend Dr. Marcellus Alexander Norris, executive director of 

Church Growth and Development of the African Methodist Episcopal 

Church, is the son of Bishop Richard F. and Mrs. Mary Ann Norris. He 

is married to Mrs. Anethia Theress Norris and is the father of two sons, 

London Nicholas & Marcellus 

II. He accepted the call to 

preach on August 6, 1995, at 

St. Matthew A.M.E. Church, 

Philadelphia, PA, where then-

Rev. Richard F. Norris was the 

pastor. A third generation 

A.M.E. preacher, Marcellus 

graduated in May 2007 from Lutheran Seminary at Gettysburg, 

with a Master of Divinity degree. On May 14, 2021, he earned 

his Doctor of Ministry degree from Payne Theological 

Seminary, Wilberforce, OH.  

 

Dr. Norris began his pastoral journey in January 1997, as a 

supply pastor, at Bethel A.M.E. Church, McConnellsburg, PA, 

before being assigned to serve the congregation in May 1997. 

In December of that year, while attending Shippensburg 

University, he was assigned to St. Peter’s A.M.E. Church, 

where he led the congregation in purchasing a new church 

edifice, as well as a parking lot, and parsonage. He also formed 

three choirs and increased the membership from 14 to 91. 

  

In May 2001, Pastor Norris was assigned to Bethel A.M.E. Church, 

West Chester, PA. The congregation experienced significant growth 

in membership, birthed new ministries, and installed central air 

conditioning in the sanctuary, before his November 2003 assignment 

to lead Bethel A.M.E. Church, Byrn Mawr, PA. There, he also 

achieved significant accomplishments, before his June 2007 

assignment to Bethel A.M.E. Church, Norwalk, CT. In June 2009, 

Pastor Norris was assigned to St. Paul A.M.E. Church, Cambridge, 

MA, where he served for three years, growing and invigorating 

several church ministries. Under his leadership, the church purchased 

a 25-passenger mini-bus and a four-bedroom parsonage. St. Paul also 

celebrated the 200th birthday of Bishop Richard Allen with a city-

wide block party.  
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In January 2012, Pastor Norris was assigned to St. Luke A.M.E. Church, New York, NY. Under his 

leadership the congregation stabilized finances and paid off a loan in two years. As part of St. Luke’s 

traveling to evangelize, the congregation purchased a new 25-passenger minibus and a new 15-

passenger van.  The congregation also started an after-school program, in 2013, which served over 60 

children. The program expanded, in 2014, by teaching the Hispanic community English as a second 

language. 

As a testament of financial stewardship, Rev. Norris liquidated $1,000,000 in nine years, “burning” the 

mortgage, on November 7, 2021. The administrative building was updated, with high-tech security 

cameras, and the phone system was upgraded, as Pastor Norris led the congregation through significant 

capital improvements, including revitalizing the church edifice and replacing the church’s roof.  

On July 11, 2021, in Orlando, FL, at the 51st Session of the 

General Conference of the AME Church, the Reverend Rev. 

Dr. Marcellus A. Norris was elected to lead the AME Church 

as its executive director of Church Growth and Development. 

Since assuming office, he has modernized the Department 

through digital transformation, launched the AME Church 

Growth App, transitioned The Secret Chamber to a global 

digital platform, expanded evangelist certification, 

strengthened the Annual Church Growth Seminar, introduced 

Operation Reclaim, to recover 100,000 inactive members, 

and initiated the Believe and Belong Evangelism Campaign, 

to reenergize AME Church members. His leadership has 

positioned the AME Church to move from attraction to 

engagement, equipping clergy, and laity worldwide for holistic evangelism, strategic growth, and 

connectional impact. 

Along with his leadership, over the Department of Church Growth 

and Development, for four years, Dr. Norris also served as the 

pastor of St. Luke AME Church, Nashville, TN. In that capacity, 

he led the church through a series of transformative 

improvements, both spiritual and physical. 

In recognition of his leadership, Dr. Norris was appointed to 

the World Methodist Evangelism Institute Advisory Committee, 

representing the AME Church in global conversations about faith 

and mission. He has also been appointed to the Advisory 

Committee of the World Methodist Evangelism Institute. Dr. 

Norris is a proud member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and 

a master mason of Xenia Lodge #50. His favorite scripture is Proverbs 17:22, “A cheerful heart is good 

medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” 
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The Order of Liturgy  

Sunday, September 13, 2026 @ 10:00 AM 
The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine,  Presiding Liturgist 

 

Worship in Music………………………..………………………………Johnson-Schofield Male Chorus 
                       Brother Kelvin Thompson, Director 

The Doxology…………..………..….……..AME Hymn #69…………………..All Worshipers (standing) 
                                                Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

                                                 Praise Him all creatures here below. 

                                               Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Opening Hymn......…..AME Hymn #215 I’ve A Message from the Lord.....The Reverend Charmain  R. Purvis 

 

The Prayer of Invocation……………………………………………......................Licentiate Ariel  R. Nash 
                                                                                       (Prayer chant) 
 

Worship in Music………………………………………………...…….... Johnson-Schofield Male Chorus 
       Brother Thompson, Director 

The Responsive Scripture Reading...…Psalm 103:1-6 NRSVUE....The Reverend Dr. Garland D. Higgins 
 

 Minister:   1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

 

 People:     2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits— 

 

 Minister:   3 who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 

 

 People:     4 who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love        

                                and mercy, 

 

 Minister:   5 who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is  

                                 renewed like the eagle’s. 

 

 ALL:        6 The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.! 

 
 

Project 2026…………………………………………………………............………Sister Sheila Johnson 

 

The Announcements and Welcome to Big Bethel.......................................................Sister Ja’Keilla Rouse 
(Everybody, Hug Somebody) 

 

The Big Bethel Ministry Moment...............................................................Chrisian Education Department 

 

Worship through Creative Expression.............................................................Kwanza Sol Dance Ministry 
                                                                                                                       Sister Rosalyn Johnson, Director 

 

The Pastor’s Perspective..............................................................The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine 

 
Visitors, please register your attendance on the Big 

Bethel Guest Registration Form by scanning the QR 

code to the right. Thank you for worshipping with us. 

You are always welcome!!!! 
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Christian Stewardship Worship in Giving...................................................The Reverend Jeffrey L. Streator 

 

The Choral Response............................All Things Come of Thee .................................. AME Hymn #644 

“All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee.” Amen 

 

The Presentation of the Preacher..................................................................................Pastor Jay Augustine 

 

Worship in Music..........................................................................................Johnson-Schofield Male Chorus 
       Brother Thompson, Director 

 

The Proclaimed Word......................................................................The Reverend Dr. Marcellus A Norris, 
                                                                           Executive Director, Church Growth & Development–AME Church 
 

 

The Invitation.............................................................................................The Reverend Gwen M. Senatle 

 

 

 

The Doxology…………….………………AME Hymn #69…………………....All Worshipers (standing) 
                                              Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

                                                 Praise Him all creatures here below. 

                                               Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

The Benediction…………………………………………..………………........... The Reverend Dr. Norris 
 

 

 

~Sermon Notes~ 
“...you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church...” Matthew 16:18 

Points/Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*All are invited to Bishops Hall immediately following worship for a special baptism.  

Food will be served.  
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Please remember our sick and shut-in with calls and prayers 
 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 Sis. Miriam Redding 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

W E E K LY S C R I P T U R E R E A D I N G S 

Sixteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

First Reading Psalm Second 
Reading 

Gospel 

September 13, 

2026 

Exodus 14:19-31 

Psalm 114 or Exodus 

15:1b-11, 20-21 

Genesis 50:15-21 

 Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13 
Romans 14:1-12 Matthew 

18:21-35 

SERVING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP EXPERIENCE 
Acolytes/ 

Stewards 

Altar Servers- Sister Geri Dodson Chandler & Brother Ade Kamson   
Line Leaders – Brothers Alvin Francis & Everett Counter – Brother Bill Sisk 

Choir Johnson-Schofield Male Choir – Brother Kelvin 
Thompson 

Trustees Brother Floyd Baxter & 

Brother Keith Halford  

Philippians Sister Ja’Keilla Rouse Ushers Usherette Ministry #2 

 

Stewardesses 
Bussey-Watson Stewardess Ministry 

Sisters Tawana Jones & Teresa Robinson 

AV 

Ministry 

Sister Phyllislorena Smiley 

& Brother Brandon Collins 

Finance Team | Sisters Linda Williams, Juanita Aiken & Olivia Alston; 

                            Brothers Tony Jones, & Bro. Joe Patterson 

BIG BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Bishop Michael L. Mitchell, Presiding Prelate, 6th Episcopal District 

Mrs. Cordelia Mitchell, Episcopal Supervisor, 6th Episcopal District 

The Reverend Kimberly McMichael, Presiding Elder, North Atlanta District 

The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine, Senior Pastor 

The Reverend Dr. Garland D. Higgins, Executive Pastor 

The Reverend Monica C. Jones Ph.D., Director of Christian Education & Chaplain for Big Bethel Village  

The Reverend Jessica N. Buford, Thrive College & Young Adult Ministry Director 
 

Itinerant Elders 

The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine 

The Reverend Shrala Askins 

The Reverend Jessica N. Buford 

 The Reverend Dr. Garland D. Higgins 

The Reverend Monica C. Jones, Ph.D. 

    The Reverend Jeffrey L. Streator, Ph.D. 

 

Itinerant Deacon 

The Reverend Maurice P. Eckstein 

Superannuates 

The Reverend George Davis  

The Reverend Bessie Donaldson 

 The Reverend Joyce C. Young 

 

 Local Elders 

The Reverend Betty Miley  

The Reverend Evelyn Jones 

The Reverend Charmain Purvis 

The Reverend Gwen Senatle  

 

Licentiates 

Sister Ariel Nash 
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Daily Morning Prayer Call (1-605-472-5512 Access Code:772576#) …………….…............Monday – Saturday 6:00 am 

Church School............................................................................................................................................................8:45 am 

Traditional Worship Service… .......................................................................................................................... ......10:00 am 

Contemporary Worship Service (THRIVE Next Shift) ....................................................................................... .....2:00 pm 

Big Bethel Village Worship by Phone 202-962-1123 673604#. ............................................................ .....3:00pm Sundays 

Wednesday Virtual Bible Study (ID:941 4160 8101|Passcode:939 252| Phone +13052241968) ..... .........12:30 pm and 6:00pm 

Love Feast ..........................................................................In-Person on Thursdays before Communion Sunday at 6:30pm 

Holy Communion..............................................................................................................................................First Sundays 

Discipleship New Members Class………………………………………………..........Monthly Specified Saturdays -TBA 

Board of Stewards….............................................................................................................................1st Tuesdays 6:30 pm 

Board of Trustees .......................................................................................................................... ......2nd Tuesdays 7:00 pm 

Baptism ..................................................................................................................................................... .....As Announced 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE HOURS 

Monday........................................................................................................................................................10:00 am—2:00 pm 

Tuesday—Friday.....................................................................................................................................10:00 am—4:30 pm 

CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Big Bethel Mass Choir.............................................Tuesdays @ 7:00pm and Saturday @ 10:00am before 1st & 3rd Sunday 

Johnson-Schofield Men’s Choir...................................................Mondays, Thursdays & Saturdays before Second Sunday 

Bearden-Scott Youth Choir ...................................................................................... ....2nd Saturdays before Fourth Sunday 

Big Bethel Praise Ensemble...................................................2nd Thursdays @ 7:00 pm and Saturday before Fourth Sunday 

 



 

 


