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The Order of Liturgy  

Sunday, September 06, 2026 @ 10:00 AM 
The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine,  Presiding Liturgist 

Worship in Music………………………………...…………………………………Big Bethel Mass Choir  
                       Brother Cornelius Pettway, Director 

The Doxology…………..………..….……..AME Hymn #69…………………..All Worshipers (standing) 

                                                Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

                                                 Praise Him all creatures here below. 

                                               Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Opening Hymn…..…..AME Hymn #321 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross........….The Reverend Gwen Senatle 

 

The Prayer of Invocation……………………………………………The Reverend Dr. Garland D. Higgins 

                                                                              (Prayer chant) 
 

Worship in Music…………………………………………………………………...Big Bethel Mass Choir 
       Brother Pettway, Director 

The Responsive Scripture Reading...… Psalm 149:1-9 NRSVUE ……...The Reverend Maurice Eckstein 
 

 Minister: 1 Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of the   

                             faithful. 

 

 People:   2 Let Israel be glad in its Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their  

                              King. 

 

Minister: 3 Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with  

                 tambourine and lyre. 

 

People:     4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with      

                  victory. 

 

Minister: 5 Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their couches 

 

People:     6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in  

                  their hands, 

Minister:  7 to execute vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples, 

 

People:      8 to bind their kings with fetters and their nobles with chains of iron, 
 

ALL:          9 to execute on them the judgment decreed. This is glory for all his faithful   

                  ones. Praise the Lord! 
 

The Preface to the Decalogue…………………………………………………………….AME Hymn #258 

From all that dwells below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise  

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue. 

 

The Decalogue……………………………………........................The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine 

 

Minister: And God spake all these words, saying: I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out 

of the land of Egypt, out of the House of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods 

before me.  
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People:  Lord, have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

 
  

Minister: Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any­thing that is 

in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 

thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a 

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and 

the fourth generation of them that hate me; and showing mercy unto thousands of 

them that love me, and keep my commandments. 
  

People:  Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
  

Minister: Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold 

him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 
  

People:  Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
  

Minister: Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy 

work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shall not do 

any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, 

nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is with­in thy gates. For in six days the Lord made 

heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day; 

wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. 

  

People:  Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

  

My soul be on thy guard, 

Ten thousand foes arise: 

And hosts of sin are pressing hard, 

To draw thee from the skies. 

 

Minister:     Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the  

                    Lord thy God giveth thee. 
 

People:       Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
 

Minister:     Thou shalt not kill. 
 

People:        Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

 

Minister:     Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
 

People:        Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
 

Minister:     Thou shalt not steal. 
 

People:        Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

 

Minister:     Thou shalt not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 

People:        Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

 

Minister:     Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house; Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife,                  

                    nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his nor anything that is thy  

                    neighbor's. 
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People:        Lord have mercy upon us and write these laws upon our heart. 

 

Nearer my God, to Thee! Nearer to Thee,  

E'en though it be a cross That raiseth me; 

Still all my song shall be, Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee. 

 

Minister:    Hear what Christ our Saviour saith, thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.  And 

the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.  On these two commandments  

hang all the law and the prophets. 

 

The Gloria Patri…………………………………………………………………….……AME Hymn #627 

Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Project 2026…………………………………………………………..………Sister Andrea Young Jones 

 

The Announcements and Welcome to Big Bethel.......................................................Sister Ja’Keilla Rouse 
(Everybody, Hug Somebody) 

 

The Big Bethel Ministry Moment..............................................................Chrisian Education Department 

 

The Pastor’s Perspective.............................................................................................Pastor Jay Augustine 

 

Christian Stewardship Worship in Giving....................................................The Reverend Jessica N. Buford 

 

The Choral Response............................All Things Come of Thee .................................. AME Hymn #644 

“All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee.” Amen 

 

Worship in Music… .................................................................................................. Big Bethel Mass Choir 
                                                                                                                                                                Brother Pettway, Director 

 

The Proclaimed Word……”How Can We Sing in a Strange New Land?”.................Pastor Jay Augustine 

                                                          (Psalm 137, NRSVUE) 

 

The Invitation....................................................................................................The Reverend Shrala Askin 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion...............................................................................Pastor Jay Augustine 
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                                                             The General Confession 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, Maker of all things, 

Judge of all people, we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sin and wickedness 

which we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word, and 

deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and indignation 

against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for these misdoings; the 

remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, 

most merciful Father for Your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is 

past and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

The Doxology…………….………………AME Hymn #69…………………...All Worshipers (standing) 

                                              Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

                                                 Praise Him all creatures here below. 

                                               Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

The Benediction…………………………………………..………………...........................…… Pastor Jay 
 

~Sermon Notes~ 

“...you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church...” Matthew 16:18 

Points/Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Visitors, please register your attendance on 

the Big Bethel Guest Registration Form by 

scanning the QR code to the right. Thank you 

for worshipping with us. You are always 

welcome!!!! 
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Please remember our sick and shut-in with calls and prayers 
 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 Sis. Miriam Redding 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

W E E K LY S C R I P T U R E R E A D I N G S 

Fifteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

First Reading Psalm Second 
Reading 

Gospel 

September 6, 

2026 

Exodus 12:1-14 

Psalm 149 
Ezekiel 33:7-11 
Psalm 119:33-40 

Romans 13:8-14 Matthew 18:15-20 

SERVING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP EXPERIENCE 
Acolytes/ 

Stewards 

Altar Servers- Sister Geri Dodson Chandler & Brother Ade Kamson   
Line Leaders – Brothers Alvin Francis & Everett Counter – Brother Bill Sisk 

Choir Big Bethel Mass Choir~Brother Cornelius Pettway Trustees Brother Floyd Baxter & 
Brother Keith Halford  

Philippians Sister Ja’Keilla Rouse Ushers Usherette Ministry #2 

 

Stewardesses 
Bussey-Watson Stewardess Ministry 

Sisters Corene Jordan & Jacqueline Eppes 

AV 

Ministry 

Sister Phyllislorena Smiley & 

Brother Brandon Collins 

Finance Team | Sisters Linda Williams, & Juanita Aiken; Brothers Tony Jones, & Bro. Joe Patterson 

BIG BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Bishop Michael L. Mitchell, Presiding Prelate, 6th Episcopal District 

Mrs. Cordelia Mitchell, Episcopal Supervisor, 6th Episcopal District 

The Reverend Kimberly McMichael, Presiding Elder, North Atlanta District 

The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine, Senior Pastor 

The Reverend Dr. Garland D. Higgins, Executive Pastor 

The Reverend Monica C. Jones Ph.D., Director of Christian Education & Chaplain for Big Bethel Village 

The Reverend Jessica N. Buford, Thrive College & Young Adult Ministry Director 
 

Itinerant Elders 
The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine 

The Reverend Shrala Askins 

The Reverend Jessica N. Buford 

 The Reverend Dr. Garland D. Higgins 

The Reverend Monica C. Jones, Ph.D. 

    The Reverend Jeffrey L. Streator, Ph.D. 

                 Itinerant Deacon 

      The Reverend Maurice P. Eckstein 

Superannuates 
The Reverend George Davis 

The Reverend Bessie Donaldson 

The Reverend Joyce C. Young 

Local Elders 
The Reverend Betty Miley 

The Reverend Evelyn Jones 

The Reverend Charmain Purvis 

The Reverend Gwen Senatle 

Licentiates 
Sister Ariel Nash 
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September 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Aminata 

Williams 

Morgan Johnson 

Pamela Selby 

Shirley Woodson 

2 

Greling Battle 

Kierston 

Stinson 

Yolanda Kent 

3 

James Boddie 

4 

Christopher Parker II  

Michael Thomas 

Nia Hicks 

5 

Domonique 

Allen 

Morgan 

Dodson 

Opal 

Knowlton* 

6 

Davion Rucker 

Raymond 

Essang 

7 8 9 10 

George Davis 

Hope Jones 

11 

M. Paulyne 

Morgan White* 

12 

Shirlynn Bulls 

Tyree Dye 

13 

Xavier Simpson 

14 

Nicole Murray 

15 

David Langley 

Jennifer Horton 

Kristal Ammons 

Mary Johnson 

Shiloh Brazil 

Valerie Brown 

16 

Karen Broxton 

Kenneth 

Henry 

Lorri Hewett 

Tyler Horton 

17 

Alice Turner 

JoAnne Howard 

Sheldon Melvin 

18 

Madeline 

Knowlton 

19 

Jean Hargrove 

Kendal 

Westbrooks 

20 

Bettieanne Hart 

Beverly 

Westbrooks 

Curtis Barnes 

Douglass Selby 

Violet Ricks 

21 

Gregory Hood* 

Zoey Carty 

22 

Eric Brazil 

 

23 24 

Fred M. 

Hughey III 

Georgia 

Pritchett 

Marcus Aiken 

25 

Leslie Egbarin, Jr. 

Rex G. Wright 

26 

Billy Sisk 

Catherine 

Wainwright 

Christy Banks 

27 

Christian 

Johnson 

Danita Hines 

Olivia Carter 

28 

Carol Ann Dove 

Donna Williams 

Linda Banks 

Willie Bailey Jr. 

Yolanda 

Williams 

29 

Chequitta Jones 

Julian Manuel 

Kali McCloud 

Shirley Green 

30 

Ariel Nash 

Jazmin Fulton 

Kim Burch 

   



19  

Daily Morning Prayer Call (1-605-472-5512 Access Code:772576#) …………….….Monday – Saturday 6:00 am 

Church School..................................................................................................................................................8:45 am 

Traditional Worship Service… ..................................................................................................................... 10:00 am 

Contemporary Worship Service (THRIVE Next Shift) .................................................................................. 2:00 pm 

Big Bethel Village Worship by Phone 202-962-1123 673604#. ........................................................ 3:00pm Sundays 

Wednesday Virtual Bible Study (ID:941 4160 8101|Passcode:939 252| Phone +13052241968) ....12:30 pm and 6:00pm 

Love Feast.................................................................In-person on Thursdays before Communion Sunday at 6:30pm 

Holy Communion ...................................................................................................................................First Sundays 

Discipleship New Members Class………………………………………………Monthly Specified Saturdays -TBA 

Board of Stewards… .................................................................................................................. 1st Tuesdays 6:30 pm 

Board of Trustees ...................................................................................................................... 2nd Tuesdays 7:00 pm 

Baptism ................................................................................................................................................. As Announced 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE HOURS 

Monday ........................................................................................................................................ 10:00 am—2:00 pm 

Tuesday—Friday ...........................................................................................................................10:00 am—4:30 pm 

CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Big Bethel Mass Choir....................................Tuesdays @ 7:00pm and Saturday @ 10:00am before 1st & 3rd Sunday 

Johnson-Schofield Men’s Choir..........................................Mondays, Thursdays & Saturdays before Second Sunday 

Bearden-Scott Youth Choir .................................................................................. 2nd Saturdays before Fourth Sunday 

Big Bethel Praise Ensemble.......................................... 2nd Thursdays @ 7:00 pm and Saturday before Fourth Sunday 

 



 

 


