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MUSICAL ITEM: JENNIFER SMITH
REDEMPTION SONG TRIBUTE TO MARCUS GARVEY

THE DAY OF REMEMBERANCE: PROF. AKINYELE UMOJA
CHAIR OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN STUDIES, GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
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MUSICAL PERFORMANCE: KOULIE
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MC CLOSING REMARKS: WILL HART
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES: WILL HART

A true and native Jamaican, Will Hart grew up in a
family of four boys, all deeply immersed in the arts.
Whether through music, drama, emceeing, or behind-
the-scenes support, they constantly entertained each
other. Will attributes his passion for his craft to
observing his tfather's humorous interactions with people

and his mother’s love for music and singing.

After completing high school at Calabar High, Will made the leap to the United States.
He pursued a bachelor’'s degree in business administration at Temple University in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In 1992, he relocated to the Metro Atlanta area, where he
has resided for decades. Will is not only a full-time professional in the legal field but also

an active contributor to the local Caribbean community.

Emceeing and acting are second nature to Will. With a rich history of hosting notable
events, he brings professionalism and charisma to every stage. Let's give a warm

welcome to our MC for the evening, Mr.Will Hart, also known as MissahAwt!
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BIG BETHEL AMEC PASTOR: DR. JAY AUGUSTINE

Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine serves as senior pastor of Big Bethel
AME Church, the oldest Black church in Atlanta, GA, and as a
member of the inaugural faculty at the Hampton University
School of Religion. Dr. Augustine is an accomplished author,
sought-after speaker, and internationally recognized academic
leader.

Prior to leading Big Bethel, for six-years, Augustine led St.
Joseph AME Church (Durham, NC), while serving on the faculties
of North Carolina Central University Law School and Duke
University Divinity School, where he was a member of the Board
of Visitors and chaplain to the Duke Football Team. For the four
years prior to leading St. Joseph, Augustine served as senior
minister at Historic St. James AME Church (New Orleans, LA)
the oldest predominantly Black, Protestant congregation in the
Deep South, while also teaching at Southern University Law
Center. He also served eight years as the general chaplain of
his beloved Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

An accomplished author, his most recent books are When
Prophets Preach: Leadership and the Politics of the Pulpit
(Fortress Press, 2023) and Called to Reconciliation: How the
Church Can Model Justice, Diversity and Inclusion (Baker
Academic, 2022). His scholarly articles appear in publications
including, the University of Richmond Law Review, Howard Law
Journal, Connecticut Public Interest Law Journal, Louisiana Law
Review, Southern California Interdisciplinary Law Journal, and
Theology Today, among others.

Augustine serves as chairman of the board of the Agora Strategy Council of the Payne Center, a research-based
“think tank” and affiliate of the Thurgood Marshall College Fund. He also serves as a member of the board of
directors of PartnersGlobal, Inc., a non-profit organization headquartered in Washington, DC. He has been invited
to lecture, internationally, in Heidelberg, Germany and Accra, Ghana; and has been nationally featured on C-SPAN
Book-TV. His leadership was also nationally profiled, in March 2024, on the front page of USA Today.

A gifted and nationally celebrated communicator, Augustine was inducted into the Morehouse College Martin
Luther King, Jr. Board of Preachers (2024) and elevated to serve as vice president of the Judicial Council
(Supreme Court) of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. He was twice awarded the President’'s Lifetime
Achievement Award for Volunteer Service (2024 & 2017), and previously named “Outstanding Alumni Brother of
the Year,” by Alpha Phi Alpha (2017). He also won the fraternity's Belford V. Lawson National Oratorical
Scholarship (1994). As an emerging leader, Augustine received the Ten Outstanding Young Americans Award, from
the U.S. Jaycees (2004) and was named to Ebony Magazine’'s “30 Leaders of the Future” (2001). He is an active
member of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity (Alpha Tau Boulé).

Dr. Augustine is married to his partner and friend, Michelle Burks Augustine. They are the proud parents of two
college students, Mason and Jillian.
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JAMAICA HONORARY CONSUL: DR. ELAINE BRYAN

Dr. Elaine Grant-Bryan is the first Caribbean
American in Georgia to receive both the USA
President's Lifetime Achievement & Volunteer
Service Gold Awards. Currently appointed as
Honorary Consul for Jamaica in Atlanta, Dr.
Grant-Bryan has served thousands of Jamaicans
in her capacity over the past five years. She is
the owner of Elaine Bryan Realty and was
selected as a real estate broker expert to
commentate on HGTV and Fine Living Channel’s
“What You Get for the Money”. Frequently
requested to supply content as a columnist, Dr.
Grant-Bryan is the author of many “Financial
Freedom Columns.”

Dr. Bryan is an alumnus of Northwestern University, the University of West Georgia, and
Leadership Sandy Springs. Elaine has been acknowledged globally and is the recipient of
the Mayor of Atlanta Phoenix, Judge Glenda Hatchett Mentor, and Picture of Health
Noble Leadership Awards.

As a Registered Microsoft Education Partner, she developed and established Microsoft-
EBF STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) Mentorship
Programs in collaboration with The Elaine Bryan Foundation, a 501(C)(3) that she chairs.
These students in the program have received laptops, internships, and job placement at
Microsoft, Google, and other international corporations.

One of Dr. Grant-Bryan's strategic goals, as Honorary Consul for Jamaica in Atlanta,
has been to nourish and further establish symbiotic relationships between the State of
Georgia and Jamaica, whereby synergies for mutual opportunities can be explored.
Expanding trade and investment opportunities is one of Dr. Grant-Bryan’'s highest
priorities. She is forever guided by her trademark, “The What What What Approach -
What you do with what you have determines what you become. ™" Elaine is married to
the love of her life, IT director, Gregory Scott Vernon Bryan.
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AJA PRESIDENT: EVETTE TAYLOR-REYNOLDS

A distinguished individual whose accomplishments span the
realms of education, athletics, and community service, Evette
began her academic journey at Sir Clifford Campbell Primary
School and later graduated from Manning's High School in
Westmoreland, Jamaica. As a committed long-distance athlete,
she excelled in the 800m and 1500m events and was a cross-
country champion. In 1987 she was crowned Miss Jamaica
Festival Queen, celebrating Jamaica’'s 25th Independence
anniversary and Marcus Garvey's 100th birthday.

Evette served in the Jamaica Youth Corps, and pursued higher
education at the G.C. Foster College of Physical Education and
Sports before beginning her teaching career at Campion College.

She furthered her education at Barry University in Miami, earning

a Bachelor of Business Administration degree, and subsequently

obtained a Master’s degree in Global Business Administration from the University of Phoenix. Additionally, she attended
Florida Atlantic University, where she took courses in Mass Communication.

Evette is a founding member of the United States Netball Association and currently serves as the President of the Atlanta

Jamaican Association, where she dedicates her time to supporting the Jamaican community in Atlanta. The AJA, a 48-

year-old organization, plays a crucial role in fostering community spirit and cultural pride among Jamaicans in Atlanta.

https://www.atlantajamaicanassociation.org
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MUSICAL TRIBUTE: JULIAN K. SMITH JR.

Julian K. Smith, Jr. is a musician, educator and
servant leader. The trumpet is his instrument and
history is his subject. Julian is the founder and
executive director of the J K Smith Sr Foundation,
named in honor of his late father. Julian Jr, is
committed to cultivating the hidden genius in sons of
color through music, boxing, and by teaching history
through travel.

A native of Decatur, Georgia, Julian Jr is a Bethune
Cookman University graduate who has worked in

corporate America and performed Internationally. He
is a proud member of Omega Psi Phi, Fraternity Inc.

Currently a 6th grade Social Studies teacher at
McNair Middle School in DeKalb County School
District, Julian is studying to earn his Masters in
teaching Social Studies at Georgia State University.

Julian is a Bible believing brother who helps lead the
Men's Ministry at Allen Temple AME Church through
the Sons of Allen. One phrase that guides Julian's
leadership style is, "Team Work makes the Dream
Work, one day at a time."

L
J. K. SMITH, SR. FOUNDATION, INC
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ASALH VP PROGRAMS: SHARRON PAIGE

< w e o e , ﬁ“}% Sharron came to Atlanta in 1971 from a small town in Birmingham,

g “ Fas v, s ‘“*"‘} Alabama. Her mother was an evangelist and homemaker, while
= :__ Wl i ""‘WTM her father was a farmer and gospel singer. She attended Morris
:;5‘ ; P?h ) Brown College, where she studied psychology, and later Georgia

State University, where she studied business. Sharron is a
recruiter for Maternal Substance Abuse and Child Development
Studies at Emory University.

In the 1980s, activism became her passion after she completed a
degree in Biblical Studies at the School of the Prophets for the
Cathedral of Faith Church of God in Christ. Sharroe traveled to
West Africa twice as a missionary teaching about abstinence

from drugs, alcohol and risky behavior. She has also worked in
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1990s, family life became her focus until the passing of her gifted 23-year-old son Ahmad from testicular cancer in 2023.

Nassau, Bahamas mentoring prisoners and providing resources fr

the homeless. After getting married and starting a family in the

Since 2016, Sharron has served as Vice President of Programs at the Association for the Study of African American Life &
History (ASALH) branch in Atlanta. She is also the Youth Director for the “Know Thy Self Youth”; Assistant Chair for
Atlanta’s Juneteenth Committee for Band & Parade Festivities; Chair of the Atlanta Council of PTAs Reflections Art
Program; Co-Chair of The Potters Wheel Prayer Ministry Youth Ministry & Young Adult Advisor. She has been blessed
with the resources to empower youth to abstain from drugs and alcohol. Sharron remains steadfast in her mission to
mentor youth in their relationship with God while developing life skills and gaining knowledge of themselves and black
history. Last but not least she encourages them to learn how to grow healthy foods.

ASALH
ATLANTA BRANGCH

ESTABLISHED 2014
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UKUMBUSHO EXHIBITION CURATOR: KIM POOLE

KIM POOLE is a Soul-Fusion performing artivist,
cultural strategist, and founding fellow of the
Teaching Artist Institute (TAIl). She is the creator
of the Cultural Reparations Framework™, an
African-centered approach that restores cultural
autonomy, spiritual language, and collective
meaning to legal and economic reparations
instruments. Grounded in the principle that
Spiritual Renaissance is the foundation of
reparations, her work centers land, language,
memory, and spirit as sites of regeneration.

Through the Teaching Artist Institute, for over a
decade Poole has advanced Cooperative Repair, a
reparative justice model rooted in shared
ownership, cultural integrity, and collective
healing. As a demonstration of true value, she
teaches that “Culture is the New Currency,”

¢ o aet g o A convening artists, faith leaders, and civil society
at international forums, |nc|ud|ng the United Nations, to advance cultural diplomacy and
reparative futures, while also applying these practices within local communities,
including her hometown of Baltimore.

In 2025, she led participatory, practice-based research at the Vatican Symposium on
Reparatory Justice and Healing, where the Ukumbusho Cure emerged as a first applied
“medicine” for institutional memory recovery and repair.

That same year, she was appointed to the African Union’s African Academy of Languages
(ACALAN), advancing African languages as living instruments of self-determination
across the continent and the African Diaspora.

TAl -

www.facebook.com/teachingartist TEACHING ARTIST INSTITUTE TAltours.orgegmail.com
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FEATURE SOLOIST: STEVE HIGGINS

steve higgins

STEVE HIGGINS is a distinguished
Jamaican tenor soloist, musician, and
cultural ambassador renowned for
promoting Jamaican folk music
alongside classical, jazz, and
religious genres. Often referred to as
"The Jamaican Tenor," he has spent
over 25 years touring internationally
and is a key figure in the South
Florida Caribbean diaspora.

Higgins was a member of the
internationally acclaimed Jamaican
Folk Singers for over 23 years,
performing under the direction of the
late ethnomusicologist Dr. Olive
Lewin. As a recording artist, he is
certified in voice by the Associated
Board of the Royal Schools of Music
(ABRSM).

STEVE HIGGINS

PRODUCTIONS

https://stevehigginsproductions.com/


https://stevehigginsproductions.com/
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MUSICAL TRIBUTE: JENNIFER SMITH

JENNIFER C. SMITH is a pianist
and vocalist originally from
Ohio. Employed as a Health

Officer in the US Public Health

Service, LCDR Smith is a
trained first responder for
natural disasters and disease
outbreaks. She has been an
active member of Big Bethel

AME Church for over 20 years.

She enjoys spending time with

her family, singing in Big

Bethel's choirs, and serving her

community as an active
member of Delta Sigma Theta

Sorority, Inc. and the Order of

the Eastern Star.
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GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY PROF. AKINYELE UMOJA

DR. AKINYELE OMOWALE UMOJA is an author, historian, and
scholar-activist. Affectionately known as “"Baba AK", he is a
Professor of Africana Studies at Georgia State University in
Atlanta, Georgia. Dr. Umoja is the author of the award-winning
book, We Will Shoot Back: Armed Resistance and the Mississippi
Freedom Movement (2013). We Will Shoot Back has been
designated as a seminal book in the NYU Classics collection.
Professor Umoja is co-editor, with renowned scholar-activists
Gloria Aneb House and the late John H. Bracey, The Memoirs of
Robert and Mabel Williams (UNC, 2025). Umoja also co-edited
another prizewinning publication, the two-volume Black Power
Encyclopedia (Greenwood Press, 2018). His scholarship is featured
in several other journals and anthologies, including editing a
special issue of The Black Scholar (2018) on revolutionary activist,
attorney, and Mayor of Jackson, Mississippi, Chokwe Lumumba and
co-editing a special issue of the journal SOULS (2022) on the
political legacy of activist health worker, freedom fighter, and
political prisoner Dr. Mutulu Shakur. In addition, Professor Umoja
has contributed to numerous documentaries, including the PBS
Frontline “"American Reckoning” (2022), HBO's “"Bastards of the
Party” (2005), and BET's “"American Gangster” episode on Dr.
Mutulu Shakur (2008). Dr. Umoja is also an internationally
recognized scholar as he has presented his scholarship
internationally in Germany, Spain, Haiti, and Venezuela, as well as
is published in Spanstival in 1989, now approaching its 37th year.

Dr. Umoja is well recognized within the national scholarly community evidenced by his position as a
Board member of the National Council of Black Studies and his previous service on the Advisory
Board of the journal The Black Scholar (2013 - 2020). The National Council of Black Studies (in 2008
and 2025) and the National Conference of Black Political Scientists (1998) acknowledged him for his
activism and contribution to civic engagement. Umoja was also inducted into Selma, Alabama’'s Hall
of Resistance in the Enslavement and Civil War Museum during the city's annual Bridge Crossing and
Jubilee Celebration in 2016.

Baba Umoja is a co-founder of the New Afrikan People’s Organization (NAPO) and the Malcolm X
Grassroots Movement (MXGM), both organizations committed to human rights, self-determination,
and reparations of African descendants in the United States and internationally. Along with his wife,
educator Aminata Umoja, he and other comrades organized and initiated Atlanta’'s first Malcolm X
Festival in 18989, now approaching its 37th year.
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FORMER STATE REPRESENTATIVE: DONNA MCLEOD

Donna T. McLeod (born March 19, 1968) is a Jamaican-born
American politician from Georgia. McLeod is a former member
of the Georgia House of Representatives from the 105th
District from 2019 to 2023. She is the first Jamaican-
American to become a Representative in Georgia.

MclLeod served as the Committee Chair for Voter Outreach
for the Gwinnett County Democratic Party and continues as
an active member of the Gwinnett Democrats. She was a
grassroots organizer for Senator Barrack Obama’s 2008
Presidential campaign, and in 2012, she served as National
Director for Voter Outreach for Black Women for Obama. In
2016, she ran for State House Representative for District 105,
Gwinnett County, GA, and was endorsed by President Barack
Obama. She lost the general election to incumbent Joyce
Chandler by 222 votes. MclLeod ran again for State House
Representative, District 105 in 2018 and was elected on
November 6 with over 4000 votes, defeating Republican Donna
Sheldon.

In 2018, she received endorsements from both President
Barack Obama and Attorney General Eric Holder and ran for a
third time in 2020, defeating Erik Dieks. During the 2019
Legislative Session, Representative McLeod worked with the
Departments of Corrections and Community Services to
update their release documents to ensure that Ex-Felons who
have served their time will be informed that their Voting
Rights are restored.

MclLeod is a chemical engineer with over 30 years of
experience in quality assurance management/ engineering; she
is now the President & CEO of Enviroqual, LLC, a quality
assurance/regulatory consulting company specializing in
medical devices, food, plastics, and pharmaceuticals.
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GEORGIA STATE REPRESENTATIVE DERRICK JACKSON

State Representative Derrick Jackson represents
Georgia's 68th House District. He is a retired US Navy
officer, corporate general manager, adjunct
professor, non-profit board member, and community
leader. He has worked with General Electric as the
senior marketing manager for the industrial growth
vertical and business development.

Derrick was “born to serve” and has no problem
rolling up his sleeves to work hard to improve the
quality of life throughout Georgia. He was elected to
the Georgia House of Representatives in 2016 and
again in 2023 in a special election. In June 2025,
Jackson announced he would run for Governor in the
2026 Georgia gubernatorial election.

Rep. Jackson is currently enrolled in Walden
University's Ph.D. program for public policy. He is
married to CaMia Jackson, former state
representative of House District 153. Their family
consists of seven amazing young adults and one
grandson.

DERRICK

JACKSON

https://www.votederrickjackson.org


https://www.votederrickjackson.org/
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FEATURE PERFORMER: KOULIE

We've all heard the saying, “There is nothing new under
the sun.” When it comes to music as an art form, this is
not always accurate. History has confirmed that
innovation is constant, especially in an industry you
thought you knew. Speaking of which, in the reggae world
comes an exceptional talent you should know, Richard
“"Koulie” Glass. Koulie turns every negative into positive
energy. This drives him to make music to uplift the
masses.

Born in Miami, Florida, to Jackie “Timi” Lynch, a
Jamaican-born Harmony House recording artist and
background singer for Beres Hammond, and Richard
Glass, a prominent businessman and guitarist. Music has
been in him since conception, and he utilizes his gift and
musical influences to craft reggae music that illuminates
the culture. Koulie's works are all unique, often paying
homage to the greats before him. He sings fluently in
true reggae fashion- a master of technique that coasts
over strong reggae riddims.

Koulie recently joined forces with Kingston-based
producer/engineer Colin “"Bulby” York and linked also
with Sizzla Kalonji at his home Judgement Yard in August
Town, to collaborate on a new single available now on all
streaming platforms titled "Rockers." Paul Kastick of
Groove Galore Muzik, a member of Big Mountain and
drummer for Diana King and Maxie Priest, gathered
musicians to compose the “"Rockers” single, landing
Koulie an independent distribution deal with VPAL Music.

Koulie may still be new to the mainstream industry, but he is driven by passion and positivity; think of
the essence of reggae; that's where you'll find Koulie. Truth is, he's not so new to the underground
music scene. At just 16, he began performing at Vibes Nightclub in Decatur and received a positive
response to his music. Since then, he's received standing ovations from audiences all over. Koulie
wishes to contribute to making the world a better place through music. His goal is to spread the
message of courage to youth, especially through Reggae. It is a cultural form that delivers a
straightforward message easily identified by anyone listening. In the hands of a talented young man
like Koulie, powerful reggae music will have a vast impact on making a brighter future for the masses.
Koulie is forging his own path as an artist. Think of a young man driven by passion and positivity;
think of the essence of reggae; that's where you'll find Koulie.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER: STEVEN BRUCE GOLDING

STEVEN GOLDING is the President of the Universal Negro
Improvement Association and African Communities League ((UNIA-
ACL) in Jamaica founded by the Right Excellent Marcus Garvey in
1914. A Professor of Garveyism, Golding chaired the Garvey studies
department at the Hydel University in St. Catherine, Jamaica, and

lectures on the philosophy of Marcus Garvey at the primary,

secondary, and tertiary level, having also taught Garveyism as a
r— ‘nﬁ rehabilitative program in Jamaica’'s general penitentiary and other
-f,* correctional facilities. He is the founding director of Jamaica's
d only authentic African cuisine restaurant Café Africa and has
served as Chairman of the African Caribbean Institute of Jamaica
(AClJ) & the Jamaica Memory Bank. He currently serves as a
member of the Jamaican National Council on Reparations and as a

director of the board for the Institute of Jamaic

Golding has hosted and executively produced media content on
both radio and television since the early 2000s. He is the President
of the Universal Negro Improvement Association & African
Communities League (UNIA-ACL) founded in Jamaica by Marcus
Garvey in 1914 and in 2024 he founded the Global Garvey
Symposium Series that has launched in several US cities including
Atlanta, Baltimore, Brooklyn, Philadelphia, and New York, as well
as in several countries including Jamaica, Barbados, Costa Rica,
St. Lucia, St. Vincent and Trinidad & Tobago. Golding is the author
of the Daddy Marcus Nursery Rhyme book which was developed as a
teaching tool dedicated to decolonizing the early childhood

educational curriculum in the English speaking Caribbean

Steven Golding is the son of Jamaica's 8" Prime Minister, Bruce
Golding and a graduate of the Johns Hopkins University. He is

married to Jamaican media personality Emprezz and together they

have a son, Kush, and a daughter, Zipporah.
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THANKS TO OUR PATRONS: PLEASE SUPPORT
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BlG_MASS MEETING

A CALL TO THE
COLORED CITIZENS
OF

ATLANTA, GEORGIA
To Hear the Great West Indian Negro Leader

HON. MARCUS GARVEY

President of the Universal Megro Improvement Association
of Jamaoica, West Indies.

Big Bethel A.M.E. Church

Corner Auburn Avenue and Butler Strect

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, AT 3 O'CLOCK
MARCH 25, 1917

He brings o message of inspiration to the
12,000,000 of our people in this country.

SUBJECT:

“The Negroes of the West Indies, after
78 years of Emancipation.” With a
general talk on the world position of
the race.

An orator of exceptional force, Professor Garvey has spoken
o packed audiences in England, New York, Boston, Washington,
Philadelphia, Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Louis, Detroit, Cleveland,
Cincinatt, Indianapolis, Louisville. Mashville and other cities. He
nas travelled to the principal countries of Europe, and was the
first Negro to speak to the Veterans' Club of London, England.
: This is the only chance to hear a great man who has taken
his messape hefore the world. COME OUT EARLY TO
SECURE !"il".r“ln'l'?;i_.__ll is worth 1r:|.'|.'..=lli_ni: 1 .00 miles b hear.

All Invited. Rev. R. M. Singleton, D.D., Pastor,
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