
 



 

2 



 

3    



 

4 

 

The Reverend Dr. Debra Lynn Haggins 
 
The Reverend Dr. Debra Lynn Haggins is one of the most       
consequential voices in American religious higher education —  
a trailblazing pastor, accomplished scholar, and visionary leader 
whose life and work are a testament to faith joined with excel-
lence. In 2008, Hampton University made history when it named 
her University Chaplain and Pastor of the storied Memorial 
Church, making her the first woman ever to hold this position in 

the institution’s distinguished history. 
 
As University Chaplain, Dr. Haggins serves a 
dual role: spiritual shepherd of the Hampton 
campus community and Executive Director 
and Treasurer of the nationally acclaimed 
Hampton University Ministers’ Conference–
Choir Directors’ & Organists’ Guild Workshop 
— one of the most prestigious convocations 
of Black clergy and church musicians in the 
nation, tracing its origins to 1914. 
 
Her academic formation is extraordinary by any measure. Dr. Haggins holds a Bachelor  
of Science from Paine College (Augusta, GA), a Master of Science in Secondary School  
Administration and Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies from Old Dominion University 
(Norfolk, VA), and a Master of Divinity from The Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of  Theology 
at Virginia Union University (Richmond, VA). In 2017, Hampton University  conferred upon 
her the Doctor of Philosophy in Higher Education Leadership and  Management and in 
2021 she earned a Doctor of  Ministry from Emory University’s Candler School of Theology 
(Atlanta, GA), with a focus on Biblical Interpretation and Proclamation. 

 

In 2023, Dr. Haggins was appointed Founding Dean of 
Hampton University’s newly established School of Religion 
— a historic milestone for the university and for Black theo-
logical education in America. Formally installed in November 
2024, she now leads an institution dedicated to preparing 
leaders who will serve the Black church, the academy, and 
the broader community with wisdom, integrity, and scholarly 
rigor. In all that she does, the Reverend Dr. Debra Lynn 
Haggins embodies the conviction that faith and scholarship 
are not rivals but partners — and that the Black church de-
serves leaders of the highest formation. Debra Haggins is 

the mother of Charles, Steven and Bradley Haggins. 
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Big Bethel AME Church 
The Order of Liturgy 
March 15, 2026 10:00 AM 

  The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine 
Senior Pastor and Presiding Liturgist 

 
 
Worship in Music .........................................................................................The Big Bethel Praise Ensemble
                                       Brother Cornelius Pettway, Director 

 

 
The Doxology..............................................AME Hymn #69..................................All Worshipers (standing) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 

The Opening Hymn...........................AME Hymn #378 Lead Me, Guide Me…………………Licentiate Ariel Nash
                     
 

The Prayer of Invocation .................................................................................The Reverend Jessica Buford  
                                                                              (Prayer Chant) 
 
 

The Responsive Scripture Reading........(Ephesians 5: 8-14, NRSVUE)............The Reverend Shrala Askin 
 
 Minister:  8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children  
          of light. 

 

 People:   9 For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 

  

 Minister: 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 

 

 People:  11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 

  

 Minister: 12  For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, 

 

 People:  13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 

  

 All:         14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, "Sleeper,  
                               awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 

 
 
 

Worship in Music ........................................................................................The Big Bethel Praise Ensemble
                                                     Brother Pettway, Director 

 
 

The Announcements and Welcome to Big Bethel..................................................... Sister Nancy H. Cooke 
           (Everybody, Hug Somebody) 
 
 

The Big Bethel Women’s History Moment………………………...……Big Bethel History & Heritage Ministry 

          
 
 

Worship through Creative Expression…………..........……………….........The Signs of Praise Mime Ministry 
                             Brother Jory Young, Director 

 
 
 

The Pastor's Perspective ......................................................................The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine 
                                                                                                                       Senior Pastor, Big Bethel AME Church 
 
 

The President of Morris Brown College…………………..………………………………………………….Dr. Kevin James    
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Visitors, please register your attendance on the Big 
Bethel Guest Registration Form by scanning  

the QR code to the right.   Thank you for  
worshipping with us. You are always welcome!!!! 

Christian Stewardship Worship in Giving......................................................The Reverend Monica C. Jones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Choral Response...........................All Things Come of Thee….................................AME Hymn #644  
                                   “All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee.” Amen   
 

The Introduction of the Preacher…………………………………………………………...Pastor Jay Augustine 
 
 

Worship in Music ........................................................................................The Big Bethel Praise Ensemble
                                                     Brother Pettway, Director 
 
The Proclaimed Word ..........................................................................The Reverend Dr. Debra L. Haggins 
                            Dean, Hampton University School of Religion 
              and  University Chaplain, Hampton University 
 

The Invitation ….......................................................................................The Reverend Dr. Garland Higgins 

 
 
 

The Doxology and Benediction .......................................................................... The Reverend Dr. Haggins 

                                   ~Sermon Notes~ 
 
                         “...you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church...”  Matthew 16:18 
 

Points/Topics: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IN-PERSON 
via Tithing Envelope  

ONLINE 
via www.bigbethelame.org 

TEXT 
“Bigbethelame”  

to 77977 

KIOSK 
back of the  
Sanctuary 

Big Bethel AME Church Give@bigbethelame.org 

http://www.bigbethelame.org/
https://giv.li/vrnxh1
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES  

 

Daily Morning Prayer Call (1-605-472-5512  Access Code:772576#)....................Monday - Saturday, 6:00 - 6:30 am 

Church School...................................................................................................................................................8:45 am 

Traditional Worship Service ............................................................................................................................10:00 am 

Contemporary Worship Service (THRIVE Next Shift) .......................................................................................2:00 pm 

Big Bethel Village Worship By Phone 202-962-1123 673604#............................................................3:00pm Sundays  

Wednesday Virtual Bible Study (ID: 847 251 8679 Password: adultclass)...............................12:00 noon and 6:00pm 

Love Feast..........................................................................................................8:00 am Saturday before First Sunday 

                     Meeting ID: 913 7919 1719  Passcode: 220  |  + 16465588656,,91379191719#,,,,*220# US (New York)  

                                                                                                                             

Holy Communion.......................................................................................................................................First Sundays 

Discipleship New Members Class...............................................................................8:45 am 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays 

Baptism................................................................................................................................................... As Announced 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE HOURS 

Monday............................................................................................................................................10:00 am—2:00 pm 

Tuesday—Friday.............................................................................................................................10:00 am—4:30 pm 

 
CHOIR REHEARSALS 

 

Big Bethel Mass Choir ......................................Wednesday @ 7:00pm and Saturday @ 10:00am before First Sunday 

Johnson-Schofield Men’s Choir............................................................................. 2 Saturdays before Second Sunday 

Babcock-Young Voices of Unity/Big Bethel Chorale..........Wednesday @ 7:00pm  and Saturday @ 10:00am before Third Sunday 

Bearden-Scott Youth Choir............................................................................................................2 Saturdays before Fourth Sunday 

Big Bethel Praise Ensemble.............................................2 Thursdays @7:00 pm and Saturday before Fourth Sunday 




