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%f My Christmas Prayer...

Whatyou’ve donefor me....

BIG BETHEL

African Methodist Episcopal Church

The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; Senior Pastor

authority rests upon his soldiers; and
e t5 named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace

—Isaiah 9:6 (NRSV)
My Dear Big Bethel Family:

To borrow from the 19608 Christmas carcl, “It’s the most wonderful time of the

»

year.

We believe Advent, the four-week liturgical season leading to Christmas, is so
wonderful because it helps restore hope. [t allows us to deliberately create peace. It focuses

our attention on things that truly give joy. And it allows us to feel the presence of fove. Indeed,

thaose four themes—hope, peace, joy, and love—are the guideposts of the Advent Season.

We deeply appreciate Dr. Monica C. Jones, our director of Christian Education

Ministries, guiding the creation of this wonderful 2025 volume. It allows us to thematically
ground ourselves in Jesus, “the greatest gift of all!”

Advent is about human redemption. Although we, as I

humans, consistently fall short, Ged consistently gives
grace. In Jesus, God gave us the greatest gift, to ensure that

our shortcomings would not prevent our salvation. In other

words, “God so loved the world that he gave his only s
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not °

perish but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

We pray you enjoy this volurne, as we focus on

Jesus, “the greatest gift of all!” Happy Advent and

Merry Christmas! We Love you and thank God for the

opportunity to serve God with youl
Pastor Jay Augustine and
Lady Michelle Burks Augustine
220 Auburn Avenue, NE V{J#EZ?.B?U? @w’u\mbigbethelame.nrg
Atlanta, GA 30303



Pecember 22-25

Monday: ““')/ou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all

your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this,
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment great-
er than these.” Mark 12:30-31

Prayer: Lord, I want to be better person, a better friend, a better family
member, and most of all, a better Christian. With your help, I will
learn to love in ways that make me all of these. And so it is.

Tuesday: I'will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of
the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us and the great favor to the
house qf Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the
abundance of his steadfast love. Isaiah 63:7
Prayer: Just as the great prophet Isaiah proclaimed the grace you showed
his people, dear God, I too, will tell of your love and mercy in my life this
Season. I will not let your Son’s birthday go by without recounting the gra-
cious deeds you have shown us. Bless your holy name! And so it is.
Christmas Eve
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. * This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. § Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. ° He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. © While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room. Luke 2:1-7
Prayer: We love you, Jesus, our Light of the World. We invite your
light to shine in us. And so it is!

Christmeas Doy
We welcome the GREATEST GIFT OF ALL...

“For God so loved the wid
who believes in him may

qu s .only Son, so that everyone
b ’(‘tg}zzy?,bave eternal life.” John 3:16

Happy Birthday, desus!
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From Your Editor

Welcome to Advent 2025! It is such a F

2?§: . 'ﬂ

HOW happy we are to celebrate these next four Weeks, particu—

pleasure to greet you at this blessed time of year.

larly with our new First Family! It is a gift from God to be
alive; it is a gift to worship together. Yet, the greatest Gift of
all is Whom we worship. God sent The Christ Child to save
each of us; what greater gift than that can there be?

Using the Devotional Guide

This year, The Department of Christian Education
Ministries is producing the devotional. I am grateful for such
a talented team with which to work. On Sunday, we offer a
meditation for the week. Monday-Friday, we share a prayer
and daily Scriptures. As we often do, Saturday is a personal
journaling day. We invite you to reflect on a special gift God
has given you during the week; do write a message to the
Lord. Enjoy Advent and rejoice with us as we celebrate the

Greatest Gift of All!
The Meaning of Advent

Advent is the Holy Season of expectation. We look forward
to the coming of The Christ; it should not be confused with
Christmas. It is from the Latin term, Adventus Redemptoris,
referring to the arrival of the soon coming Messiah. Advent
usually begins on the 1st Sunday of December culminating on
Christmas Day. When there is a fifth Sunday in November,
as this year, Advent begins then. At Big Bethel, we light can-

dles (colors are noted) each week that are set in this order:

Ist Hope—Purple: 2nd Pecace—Purple: 3rd Joy—  ; 4th
Love—Purple & Christmas (lit on Fourth Sunday or
Christmas Fve/Christmas Day)—



FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT
THE GIFT OF HOPE

Sunpay, NoveMBER 30, 2025

The Reverend Jessica Buford

The Gift of Hope
Psalm 23:5You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

Psalm 23 is a familiar passage, but lately, I have been meditating and
praying on how this Scripture still speaks to life today. If I am honest,
the world we live in has me looking at relationships, expectations, and
tolerance in a different way. Life can be draining. It sucks the joy away,
tries to gouge out peace, and strangle hope. But this scripture has
brought a renewed HOPE to the forefront of my everyday life.

It reminds me that in the presence of my enemies, there isn’t just victo-
ry, there is hope--hope that my situation won’t last forever. It is a hope
that I still have power in how I respond. Because if I choose to allow the
enemy a seat at the table that God prepared for me, I am letting the
enemy take my mind and steal my HOPE. “My cup overtlows” is not
just about blessings, it is God’s trust in me—trust that I will not lose

HOPE when things don’t look good or go my way.

Prayer
Dear God, continue to give us the strength to unwrap the hope we have
in You. The world commands and demands so much from us, and
sometimes we stray. But today we come asking that You bring back to
our remembrance all You have done, all You are doing, and all You will
do for us, Your children. Allow our cups to overflow and let the resi-
due drip down to touch the lives around us. Amen.

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT
THE GIFT OF LOVE

SunpAY, DECEMBER 21, 2025

The Reverend Monica C. Jones, PhD

(Love) does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the
truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things. 1 Corinthians 13:6-7

Love, in its truest, purest form, endures forever. It
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does not show up just when things are going well or
when the persons involved are friends. Love is there when times are
hard. Love is there when someone hurts or disappoints us. Love is

there through it all. Love is there despite the circumstance; it endures.

When Jesus came to earth, it was to endure suffering, to endure
hate, to endure mockery, to endure rejection and ultimately, death
on the cross. He did this so that we would not have endure damna-
tion, but rather enjoy everlasting life. Thank God for the Christ
Child, whose love was so great that he allowed himself to enter earth
as an humble infant and then leave as the imperishable King for each

of us!

Prayer
Lord Jesus, as we look to Christmas Morn and celebrate your birth,
please grant that we will demonstrate our love for you through our
love for one another. May the love we share be not just on Christ-
mas Day, but for a lifetime. May it be a godly, tender ans sweet love

that endures. And so it is.
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| \%‘ : My moment with you,
Lord...
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What you’ve donefor me. ...

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT —HOPE
MoNDAY-FERIDAY

DECEMBER 1-5

Monday: Monday: Psalm 27:1The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall Ifear? The LORD is the strongbo]d @me ]1'fe; grwhom shall I be
afraid?

Prayer: Lord, even when life does not operate from justice, love, or
mercy, give us strength and wisdom to carry on. Remove fear and
doubt. Show yourself as our HOPE, not just in this season, but in every
season. Amen.

Tuesday: Isaiah 40:31...but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be
weary; they shall walk and not faint.

Prayer: God, help me to wait on you. For I knew in my wait my
strength will be renewed. My hope will be restored, with my renewed
strength, and [ will be able to make it through whatever trial or tribula-
tion I face. Amen.

Wednesday: Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble.
Prayer: Lord, continue to me my present help and my hope in the time

of my storm. Amen.

Thursday: Deuteronomy 31:8 “It is the LORD who goes before you. He
will be with you; he will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dis-
mayed.”

Prayer: As I enter this next season, keep my fear at bay and restore all
the hope the previous season stole. Amen.

Friday: 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 We are afflicted in every way but not crushed,
perplexed but not driven to despair, persecuted but not forsaken, struck down but
not destroyed.

Prayer: God, my hope is in you allow nothing to penetrate my mind.
Keep me and protect me and shield me. Even when [ am struck down,
I am not destroyed. Even when I am perplexed, I am not forsaken be-
cause you are with me. Amen.
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L %}‘ . My moment with you,
: Lord...

What you’ve donefor me. ...

MoNDAY-FRIDAY
DECEMBER 15-19

Monday: Psalm 139:14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.

Prayer: Lord, before I ever drew a breath, You created an entire universe
that has conspired for my existence. Generations of ancestors had to survive
countless variables: migrations, choices, near-misses, and miracles all align-
ing for my parents to meet, for a single cell to form, and for life to take
shape as me—a four-hundred trillion to one probability! And yet, here I am.
Here we are. Lord, thank You for this special gift of life. Lord thank You for
creating us in Your image, crafting us out of infinite possibility. Let our joy
be as infinite as your grace that called us into being. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Tuesday: Colossians 1:17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things
hold together.

Prayer: Lord, just as atoms are bound by invisible forces, so, too is my life
held together by Your divine power. When I feel fragmented, remind me
that Your hand holds every piece. Lord, keep us in Your perfect joy. Amen.

Wedncsday: Psalm 8:3—4 When I look at your heavens, the work qf)lourﬁngers,
the moon and the stars that you have established; what are human beings that you are
mindful of them?

Prayer: As the songwriter Carl Boberg penned, "O Lord my God, when I in
awesome wonder consider all the works thy hands have made, I see the
stars, [ hear the rolling thunder, Thy pow'r throughout the universe dis-
played! Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee; How great Thou art.”

In Jesus' name. Amen.

Thursday: James 1:17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is
_from above, coming down from the Father of lights.

Prayer: Lord, as light from a distant star travels across years to reach our
eyes, so does Your joy journey through time to reach our souls. Lord God,
let Your joy illuminate the dark corners of our hearts and teach us to shine it
forward so other's may see you in us. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Friday: John 1:3—4 All things came into being through him. .. in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people.

Prayer: Lord, in every living cell and photon of light, I glimpse Your crea-
tive hand. Word made flesh, fill every part of creation with Your living joy.
Let my life reflect the Light that came into the world and still shines in the
darkness. In Jesus' name. Amen.



THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT
THE GIFT OF JOY
SunpAYy, DECEMBER 14, 2025

Bro. Khamisi Walters

And she gave birth to her firstbom son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was

no place in the guest room. Luke 2:7

“Laid in a Manger...” When I think of Jesus’
birth, I find joy not only in the miracle of His arrival
but in the quiet message God sent through the details. The newborn
King was not laid in silk or gold, but in a manger, a trough used for

feeding livestock.

Even at His birth, God was showing us something extraordi-
nary: Jesus came into the world to be consumed. Jesus would later
say, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never be hun-
gry.” The cradle foreshadowed the cross, and the manger pointed to-
ward the table. From the very beginning, His purpose was to give
Himself for our sustenance and salvation. What greater joy could
there be than to know that heaven’s gift came wrapped not in wealth,

but in nourishment for the soul?

Prayer
Lord God, Bread of Heaven, feed us till we want no more. Thank You
for coming to feed our hunger for truth, peace, and eternal life. In

Jesus' name. Amen.

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT
THE GIFT OF PEACE

SunpAy, DECEMBER 7, 2025

Sis. Lauren Blanchard Rajad

2 Thessalonians 3:16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you
peace at all times in all ways. The Lord be with all ofyou.

Peace is defined by Webster as a state of calm and quiet,

freedom from disturbing thoughts or emotions, and a state

of harmony (as between persons or governments). Also, it is &

an agreement to end hostilities.

When we look at the overall current conditions of families, communi-
ties, governments, the environment and the world, it’s almost impossi-
ble to find or feel that peace even exists because of all the chaos and
confusion. Unfortunately, without God being front and center in all of
these situations, we are relying on our own limited resources to resolve

problems and conditions far beyond our human abilities.

However, we serve a God of peace and when we call on Him, anytime
and anywhere, He will remove the disturbing thoughts and calm our

anxious spirits. God is good and available all the time!

Prayer
Most gracious and merciful God, thank you for your peace and comfort
which you’ve provided through your Holy Spirit for our daily use in
times of trouble. May your peace abide in our homes, communities,
governments and nations throughout the world and reside in our hearts

forever.



MonNDAY-FRIDAY
DECEMBER 8-12

Monday: Romans 8:6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind
on the Spirit is life and peace.

Prayer: Almighty and loving God, help us to continually feed your Spirit
that dwells in us, by studying and practicing your word, staying prayerful
and praising you for all your goodness and mercy. Thank you for your for-
giveness when we fall short.

Tuesday: Psalm 34:14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.

Prayer: Lord God, we call on you to help us turn from our wicked ways.
Teach us to love and live a life that is pleasing in your sight. Give us the
strength to endure all that we must do to obtain the peaceful world we seek.

Wednesday: Isaiah: 26:3 Those qf steacjfast mind you keep in peace, in peace

because they trust in you.

Prayer: Most loving and faithful God, please keep our minds focused on you
when things around us become chaotic and senseless. Let us continue to put
our trust in you no matter how devastating things may appear because you
are able to make everything right.

Thursday: John 16:33 “I have told you all this so that you may have peace in
me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I

have overcome the world.”

Prayer: Thank you, Jesus, for all that you have sacrificed to prepare the way
for us to live out eternity with you. All this is temporary, and so let us re-
joice and give you the praise for all you have done, are doing, and will do in
the days to come.

Friday: Isaiah 9:6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority
rests upon his shoulders, and he is named Wonde{fu] Counselor, Mighty God, Ever-
]asting Father, Prince zy( Peace.

Prayer: Thank you God for sending your Son, Jesus, to redeem us back to
your good grace. You are he, who will make all things right. You will give
us the victory over this sinful world, bringing everlasting peace, abounding
love and eternal life to all who believe.

My moment with you,
Lord...

Whatyou’ve donefor me....




