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The Right Reverend Adam J. Richardson, Jr., 

                   Senior Bishop (Ret.) 

      African Methodist Episcopal Church 

      115th Elected & Consecrated Bishop  
Bishop Adam Jefferson Richardson, Jr. was elected and 

consecrated the 115th Bishop in the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church in 1996. He was assigned to the 14th 

Episcopal District, which includes six countries in West 

Africa. He has served as chair of the Lay Commission, the 

Health Commission, the Commission on Seminaries, 

Universities Colleges and Schools, and a member of the 

World Methodist Council. In 2002, Bishop Richardson was 

president of the Council of Bishops and Bishop of the 19th Episcopal District, 

headquartered in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

In 2004, he was assigned to the 2nd Episcopal 

District which includes Maryland, Virginia, 

North Carolina and Washington, DC. For eight 

years, the District saw phenomenal growth in 

nearly every category of ministry endeavor, 

with attention given to social justice and civic 

engagement. Bishop and Mrs. Richardson took 

pride in the embrace of youth and young adult 

ministry. In 2012, Bishop Richardson was 

elected president of the AMECôs General Board and was assigned to the Eleventh 

Episcopal District, Florida and the Commonwealth of the Bahamas. For nine years, he 

chaired the Board of Edward Waters University in Jacksonville. 

 

Before his election to the Episcopacy, he was 

pastor of Bethel AME Church, Tallahassee. For 

eighteen years, the congregation saw numerical 

growth, the founding of the Bethel CDC, new 

and expanded facilities, outreach to the poor and 

dispossessed, with an active community 

presence. A ten-acre camp was acquired called 

Bethel-By-The-Lake. In honor of Bishop and 

Mrs. Richardson, the well-appointed  

recreational site was renamed Camp Richardson.  

 

Born in Clearwater, Florida, Bishop Richardson began his educational pursuit in the 

public schools of Tampa. He received the B.A. degree in Philosophy and Religion from 

Florida A&M University (where he was noted as the head drum major of the famed 
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Marching ó100ô Band). He earned the Master of Divinity (M.Div.) degree from Turner 

Seminary at the Interdenominational Theological Center and the Doctor of Sacred 

Theology (STD) degree at ITC through the Atlanta Theological Association.  

 

He has held faculty posts at the ITC, Morris Brown College in Atlanta, and adjunct 

instructor at FAMU. He was cited by Tallahassee Magazine as one of the most influential 

people of that city over the previous 15 years. Bishop Richardson has contributed articles 

in several publications, including: The African American Devotional Bible, 1997 

(Conference of National Black Churches); Ainôt That Good News, 1984 (Bishop G. G. 

M. Ingram, ed.); The Pastorôs Manual of the AME Church (Dr. G. L. Champion, ed.). He 

has authored several manuals for discipleship training. In 2000, he published Headlines to 

Homilies: Sermons on Political, Commercial and Other Popular Annoyances. With a 

penchant for writing litanies, in 2012 he published, Let the Church Say Amen: Liturgy, 

Litany and Homily. In the wake of the massacre at Mother Emanuel in Charleston, he 

penned the widely circulated litany, The Doors of the Church are Still Open, and After 

the Vigil, Vigilance. 

 

 

He is the recipient of honorary doctoral degrees from 

Bethune-Cookman University, Daytona Beach;  Edward 

Waters University, Jacksonville; and Florida A&M 

University, Tallahassee. He has traveled to 61 countries 

and nation states. He and his wife of 56 years, Dr. Connie 

Speights, are the proud parents of Monique (an elected 

County Judge) and Trey (a radiographer with Masterôs 

degrees in Music Theory and Classical Saxophone 

Performance).  

 

 

 In 2021, Bishop Richardsonôs final Episcopal 

assignment was the 10th Episcopal District, 

embracing the state of Texas. He serves on the 

Board of the Conference of National Black 

Churches and has also chaired Boards at the 

ITC, Edward Waters University, and Paul 

Quinn College in Dallas, Texas. He was 

inducted to the  prestigious Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Board of Preachers at Morehouse 

College. Now retired, he is the immediate past 

Senior Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
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The Order of Liturgy  

Sunday, September 20, 2026 @ 10:00 AM 
The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine,  Presiding Liturgist  

 

Worship in Musicééééééééé..éééééééééééé.................Big Bethel Mass Choir 
                       Brother Cornelius Pettway, Director 

The Doxologyéééé..ééé..é.éé..AME Hymn #69ééééééé..All  Worshipers (standing) 
                                                Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

                                                 Praise Him all creatures here below. 

                                               Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Opening Hymn......é..AME Hymn #60 Weôll Praise the Lord................The Reverend Monica C. Jones, Ph.D. 

 

The Prayer of Invocation......................................................................................The Reverend Shrala Askin 
                                                                                       (Prayer chant) 
 

Worship in Musicéééééééééééééééééé...éé................... Big Bethel Mass Choir 
       Brother Pettway, Director 

The Responsive Scripture ReadingéIsaiah 55:6-9, NRSVUE.....The Reverend Jeffrey L. Streator, Ph.D. 
 

 Minister:   6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 

 

 People:     7 let the wicked forsake their way and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

                                 let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to 

                                 our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

 

 Minister:   8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 

 
 

 ALL:        9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher  

                                than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
 

Project 2026éééé..ééééééééééé............éééBrothers Keith Burnett & Ernest Tate  

 

The Announcements and Welcome to Big Bethel.......................................................Sister JaôKeilla Rouse 
(Everybody, Hug Somebody) 

 

The Big Bethel Ministry Moment...............................................................Chrisian Education Department 

 

Worship through Creative Expression.........................................................Signs of Praise Mime  Ministry 
                                                                                                                            Brother Jory Young, Director 

 

The Pastorôs Perspective..............................................................The Reverend Dr. Jonathan C. Augustine 

 

Congratulations to New Members completing New Members Class! 

Juanita Buckner                              Monique John 

Bill Green                               Demetoris Shepard 

Kristy Green                             Jaquyis Simmons 

 

Announcement of Appointments to the Board of Stewards........................................Pastor Jay Augustine 
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Christian Stewardship Worship in Giving..........................................................The Reverend Gwen Senatle 

 

The Choral Response............................All  Things Come of Thee .................................. AME Hymn #644 

ñAll things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee.ò Amen 

 

The Presentation of the Preacher..................................................................................Pastor Jay Augustine 

 

Worship in Music..........................................................................................................Big Bethel Mass Choir 
       Brother Pettway, Director 

 

The Proclaimed Word...........................................................The Right Reverend Adam J. Richardson, Jr., 

                                                                                                                                       Senior Bishop (Ret.) 

                                                                                                             African Methodist Episcopal Church  

                                                                                                            115th Elected & Consecrated Bishop 
 

 

The Invitation.........................................................................................The Reverend Charmain R. Purvis 

 

 

The Doxologyééééé.ééééééAME Hymn #69ééééééé....All  Worshipers (standing) 
                                              Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

                                                 Praise Him all creatures here below. 

                                               Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

The Benedictionéééééééééééééééé..éééééé.......................Bishop Richardson 
 

~Sermon Notes~ 
ñ...you are Peter, and on this rock, I will  build my church...ò Matthew 16:18 

Points/Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Visitors, please register your attendance on the Big Bethel Guest 

Registration Form by scanning the QR code to the right. Thank 

you for worshipping with us. You are always welcome!!!! 
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